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out of reach of the majority of those who need them most. Post-war
building has provided homes mainly for the relatively well-off. Only
one out of every five new homes was built for rental. Of these, merely
one-fifth were offered at rents of less than $600 per year, which few of
the families with annual incomes of less than $3,000 can pay. Such
families, however, make up about one-half of the American population,
and they are of course the worst housed.

How much higher, relatively, rentals are for the poor, especially for
*non whites', than for die middle classes, was shown by a census report
of September 24,1948 about incomes and housing in Washington D.C.
Middle class families with annual incomes of $7,500 and over, who
usually live in good districts in roomy, well-maintained quarters with
modern comforts, paid a median rent of $876 a year. But those with
annual incomes of $1,000 to $1,999, tne slum population which
impressed some Senators as potential breeders of epidemics, paid a
median rent of $468 for slum quarters which no figure and no words
can put into comparison with those of their betters. Three times more
Negroes and other 'non whites' than 'whites' were officially reported
to be without private bath or flush toilet. The proportion of cnon
whites' living in overcrowded places was 'roughly four times as high
as that for whites', stated a June 1948 report of the official Housing and
Home Finance Agency; and the proportion of substandard homes
inhabited by *non whites* was almost six times as high as in the case
of 'whites'.

The American Government reported to the United Nations on
September 3, 1950 that 'significant advances' had been made in the
United States in promoting human rights, eliminating discrimination
due to race, creed or colour, and generally in protecting the basic
freedoms of American citizens.

This statement ignored another one made the same day by the
Rt. Rev. Bishop D. Ward Nichols: 'Last week we heard President
Truman announce to the world that the United Nations and United
States were fighting for the rights of free men everywhere. At the
same time he permits by both words and deed racial segregation in the
armed forces. ... I say it is treason.. . .'

It also ignored the authoritative view that 'American anti-racial and
anti-religious practices make a mockery of both the Constitution and
the Charter of the United Nations', expressed on January 30, 1950, by
Dr Ralph J. Bunche, the preeminent Negro who had resigned from the